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Research partnerships 
remain essential

• More complex challenges 

• Pooling expertise, experiences 
and resources

• Innovative problem-solving 

• Enhanced research impact
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Balancing the 
gains and tensions

Source: Deposit photos and iStock Getty images



Ongoing 
efforts

• South-led partnerships and joint leadership

• Resource allocation quotas

• Mandatory capacity strengthening components

• Increased engagement during research development



Persistent ethical challenges

• Superficial or substantive changes?

• Emphasis on North-South partnerships while 
overlooking others

• Broader political, economic, and socio-cultural power 
structures reflected in global health 

Source: georgeleesye.com

Equitable research 
partnerships cannot emerge 
from structures that remain 

deeply unequal



Decolonial lens
Recognizing the systems, 

structures, beliefs, narratives, 
and practices that perpetuate 

colonial relationships between 
and within countries and 

communities

Transformative lens for rethinking 
equitable research partnerships

Recognize

Challenge

Dismantle

Re-imagine

Epistemic and cultural sovereignty



Decolonial 
concepts

Decentering

Pluriversality

Epistemic 
justice

Self-
determination



Decentering

• Shifting focus away from one dominant viewpoint

• Challenging dominant epistemologies that claim 
universality

No one group has the 

power to determine what 
qualifies as knowledge, 

which knowers are valued, 
or which methods are valid

– Which processes help define research collaboration 
and questions?

– Should our research methodologies be considered 
universal?

– Which frameworks are centred in analysing lived 
experiences?

Reflections



Pluriversality
• Many worlds coexist as equally valid 

knowledge systems

• Universal → pluriversal epistemologies

• Diverse ways of being, knowing and doing

– Who is considered a partner?

– Do dominant models guide our partnerships and 
research?

– Can scientific inquiry exist beyond Eurocentric 
frameworks?

Reflections



Epistemic Justice
• The right of all stakeholders to shape the 

knowledge systems that affect them 

• Ensures local knowledge is not undervalued or 
extracted 

– Are local knowledge holders true partners from 
concept to application?

– Are the silenced empowered to exercise 
intellectual agency?

– Are local communities subjects or authors of the 
narrative?

Reflections
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Self-determination

• The power of beneficiary communities to define 
their own knowledge needs and solutions

Source: https://www.bgci.org

• Whose voice carries more weight in setting the 
partnership’s agenda?

• Whose priorities are really centred?

• How should funders and external partners align? 

Reflections



Operationalizing 
these concepts for 
equitable 
partnerships

Understanding 
and 

applicability

Bold 
and

 visionary

Incremental 
and           

radical

Multi-level action



Practical steps for decolonial action

Increase 
consciousness of 

legacies and 
indicators of 

coloniality, and 
positionality

Challenge 
existing 

assumptions and 
practices

Conceptualise a 
different future

Take required 
actions
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Reflexive and practical 
frameworks and tools

Sims, D. A., & Naidu, T. (2024). How to… do decolonial research. The clinical teacher, 21(6), e13806.



Simple in theory, 
complex in practice?
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Progress towards transformed futures for partnerships

Source: https://www.iied.org

Continuous process

Shared responsibility

Open and honest discussions

Transparent interests

Embracing change





Questions 
or thoughts?

nadiatagoe@knust.edu.gh

Source: amle.org
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