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We co-create stories of alternate futures that 
embraces the ideas, cultures and traditions of 
different cultures and disciplines and attempts 
to integrate the uncertainty of scientific 
knowledge.



Evolution of the Mars Mission story 2018 -2021



CREDIT: NASA/JPL-Caltech/R. Hurt, T. Pyle (IPAC)



Evolution of the Trappist story 2020 -2024



Starting a new storyline – Trappist (alternate storyline 2)



Approach and Methodology

• MFL does not predict futures - it rehearses 
them.

• Uses science fiction, immersive design, and 
co-authorship to test ethical dynamics in 
partnerships,

• We use scenarios that embed “tensions” in 
the scenarios: extreme climates, unusual 
pandemics, unequal engagement of 
stakeholders, Communications challenges







Evolution of the Trappist story 2020 -2024



Starting a new storyline – Trappist (alternate storyline 2)



Recommendation 1: Embed Ethical Rehearsal

• Use speculative and participatory methods to explore 
ethical tensions before crises occur.

• Build readiness, empathy, and accountability into 
partnership cycles.



Recommendation 2: Co-develop Ethical 
Toolkits

• Develop context-responsive toolkits like MELT and 
UniCDent.

• Co-create guidance with stakeholders to reflect cultural 
and linguistic diversity.



Any questions?

mona.nasser@plymouth.ac.uk

mailto:mona.nasser@plymouth.ac.uk
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