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Advancing collaborative research for 
health: why does collaboration 

matter? 



What makes health research 

partnerships good, and why?

Ethical character of health research frames discusion 
of health research collaborations / partnerships.



Health research is an ethical endeavor

Ethical value of health confers ethical value to health 
research:

• To the extent we ought to promote health, we ought 
to promote health research.

The way in which we do health research matters 
ethically:

• Faster / slower, with greater / less impact, with 
benefits reaching more / less people. 



We ought to establish research partnerships

With researchers:
1. where research is going to be conducted.
2. where research results are expected to be beneficial.
3. conducting similar studies (to avoid duplications). 
4. with relevant expertise, regardless where research will take 

place of where results are expected to be beneficial. 

More robust partnerships: More of 1, 2, 3 and 4.



1. Efficiency ➢ To expedite the conduct of research

2. Benefit 
maximization

➢ To facilitate the implementation of research 
results

3. Equity ➢ To build research capacity

Values that make health research partnerships good
.

i.e. why we should seek partnerships in health research





Balancing different values

- Different types of research, 
different scenarios,…

- And values get realized in 
different timeframes.



Values should be balanced in each 
specific case

Aceptable tradeoffs
• Between the values of efficiency, benefit 

maximization, and equity.



Values should be balanced in each 
specific case

Aceptable tradeoffs
• Between the values of efficiency, benefit 

maximization, and equity.

Unacceptable tradeoffs
• Respect and fairness (research integrity 

standards) must never be compromised.



New paradigm: Health research collaborations are an 
ethical duty

• Not a matter of preference or convenience.
• Not a bonus but the way we ought to do health research. 

Researchers may depart from that duty, provided there are good 
reasons to do so.

• “Default”: Most robust collaboration (1-4).
• Researcher: justify departures.
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