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Bioethics in Research




Please complete all relevant parts of this form using font Arial, size 11. Guidance for each section is provided in italics. If you have any questions contact gfbr@who.int
Deadline: 1 March 2026, 5pm CET/Geneva
PLEASE NOTE: The fellowship scheme does not support research involving human participants.



Application summary
	Type of funding requested (i.e. travel, project or meeting fellowship)

	


	Application title

	


	This should be the title of your proposal.


	Proposed duration of funding (weeks)
	


	Please specify the duration of funding to the nearest week. If you are applying to hold a meeting, the duration will include preparatory activities and any follow-up report writing.


	Proposed start date (month, year)
For Meeting Fellowships, please also provide the proposed meeting date.
	


	We hope to make a funding decision by the end of May 2026. For successful, unconditional awards the administering organisation should receive the funding no later than three months after the decision. You should therefore plan your activity to start no earlier than September 2026. In some cases, applicants may receive a decision to award that is conditional on them addressing feedback from the review committee in a satisfactory way. For conditional awards, the final decision on whether or not to fund will be made on the re-submitted application. 


	Are you applying through an organisation? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	Name of administering organisation

	


	Please enter the name of the organisation where you intend to hold the award. This can be either your current employing organisation or the host organisation that you will be visiting, if appropriate. If your application is successful, this is the organisation that will be responsible for administering the award.

 

Please note that if you are applying via an institution, the relevant department at the institution needs to provide a letter confirming that they are willing to administer the funds (e.g. a University research office)
 


	Lead applicant's address where the grant will be held

	Department/Division 
	

	Organisation 
	

	Street 
	

	City/Town 
	

	Postcode/Zipcode 
	

	Country 
	


	Please enter the address where you will be based during the period of the award. If your application is successful, this is the address that will be used in the award letter.

 

If you are applying through an organisation, this should be your address at the administering organisation.


	Details of organisation you plan to visit (travel fellowship only)

	


	Travel Fellowships are intended to support visits to a country other than the country where you are normally based. Please provide details of the host organisation for your visit, including its name and location, along with the name, position and email address of a contact at the host organisation.

 

If you have already provided the details of the host organisation because it is named as the administering organisation, please indicate this in the answer box.
Please note: Some potential hosts receive several expressions of interest, but can only host one fellow. Therefore, they need to choose which fellowship proposal aligns best with their own and their organisation’s interests. Please contact the potential host and send them a one-page summary (Arial 10.5, single spaced) by 15 January 2026 so they can perform this assessment and provide you with feedback.
 

Specify the planned dates of your visit (the length of the visit is usually between two weeks and one month).

 

Please note that the scheme is not designed to support travel from one high-income country to another. 
If you are not applying for a travel fellowship this question should be answered ‘not applicable’.


Lead applicant

	Lead applicant details

	Full Name
	

	Department
	

	Division
	

	Organisation
	

	Street
	

	City/Town
	

	Postcode
	

	Country
	

	Telephone No.
	

	Email Address
	


  
	ORCID iD
	


  
	Lead applicants must add their ORCID iD if they have one.  Find out more about ORCID: https://orcid.org


	Career history (current/most recent first)

	From
	To
	Position
	Organisation
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Please provide details of your current position (if applicable) and all previous posts held, listing most recent first. Add more rows to the table if necessary.


	Education/training

	From
	To
	Qualification
	Subject
	Organisation

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	Please provide details of relevant education/training, listing the most recent first. Add more rows to the table if necessary.


	Clinical status
Are you a healthcare professional? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	Indicate your healthcare profession

	


	Are you clinically active? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	Source(s) of personal salary support

	


	Your source of salary may have an impact on your eligibility to apply for funding. Please, therefore, state the source of funding of the salary of your post (for example, if it is funded through your organisation’s block grant from a government funder). If your salary is being funded from more than one source, please provide details of all funding sources, including their relative contributions. If there are any ties on intellectual property rights or publications arising from the research you undertake, please contact the GFBR Secretariat. 

 

If you are not currently in employment, this question should be answered ‘not applicable’.


	What is your main speciality (e.g. bioethics, policy, clinical research etc.)?

	


	Your current work 
We would like to know about you and the work you are currently doing. What do you do on a daily basis? What are your specific research interests? How will this award fit into your work and career plan?
(300 words max.) 

	


	Research outputs 
List up to 20 of your most significant research outputs, ensuring that at least five of these are from the last five years. For 10 of these outputs, provide a statement describing their significance and your contribution (up to 50 words per output).
 
Research outputs may include (but not limited to):
· Peer-reviewed publications and preprints
· Datasets, software and research materials
· Inventions, patents and commercial activity
For original research publications provide the PubMed Central ID (PMCID) reference for each of these.
 
Publications should be in chronological order with the most recent first. Please give citation in full, including title of paper and all authors*. Citations to preprints should state “Preprint”, the repository name and the articles persistent identifier (e.g DOI). 
 
(*All authors, unless more than 10, in which case please use ‘et al’, ensuring that your position as author remains clear.)

	


	You should include here systematic reviews (e.g. Cochrane Reviews) and meta analyses, but exclude abstracts and literature reviews. We encourage the inclusion of articles published via open research publishing platforms, such as Wellcome Open Research, providing they have passed peer review.

 

Preprints, i.e. complete manuscripts that have been submitted to a preprint repository or service (e.g. bioRxiv, PeerJ Preprints, arXiv, SocArXiv or PsyArXiv), can be included only if they have a permanent identifier such as a DOI or arXiv identifier.

 

The World Health Organization and several of its funders have a policy on open access publishing. For guidance, please refer to the WHO’s open access policy statement: https://www.who.int/about/policies/publishing/open-access


	Total number of peer-reviewed publications which you have authored/co-authored. Please exclude abstracts and literature reviews.
	


	You should include here systematic reviews and meta analyses. We encourage the inclusion of articles published via open research publishing platforms, such as Wellcome Open Research, providing they have passed peer review.


Collaborators

	Will you require any key collaborators for this proposal? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	These are collaborators who will make a significant contribution towards the proposed activity, for example, providing access to key resources or mentorship. Collaborators are not involved in the day-to-day execution of the project.

 


	Please list up to five key collaborators* (name and organisation) and provide a very brief outline of their role in the proposed activity. 
*The collaborators named may be replaced with suitable alternatives should it be necessary or appropriate to do so.

	


	I confirm that the collaborators named above have agreed to be involved, as described, in the proposed activity and are willing for their details to be included as part of this application (delete as appropriate).

	Yes/No


Proposal summary

	Please provide a summary of your proposal, including the key ethical issue(s)/question(s) your fellowship will address and key goals.
(200 words max.) 

	


	This will be used as a short form ‘abstract’ and is necessary to enable the GFBR to classify your proposal by subject area. The summary should be as complete as possible within the word limit, and should include key words which best describe the proposal to enable text searching.

 

If your application is successful the summary will be published on the GFBR website and may be used for other publishing purposes.


Details of proposal 
· Complete only one of the following three sections, corresponding to your fellowship proposal type (i.e. travel, project or meeting)
	1. COMPLETE THIS SECTION IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR A TRAVEL FELLOWSHIP
In this section we would like to know about the purpose of your fellowship and how it relates to the work of the GFBR. Please describe:

(a) the objectives of your trip, including a statement that articulates the ethical issue(s)/question(s) that will be the primary focus of your fellowship;

(b) why you have chosen the host organisation;

(c) what you plan to do during your time (e.g. an itinerary);
(d) what outputs you expect to produce (e.g. conference presentations, reports, publications, national or regional policy or guidance), and planned submission date;
(e) how this trip fits in with the goals of the GFBR.
1200 words maximum.


	No more than 1200 words should be used to describe the proposal. You may provide your answer to this question in text entry format below using 11 point Arial font.

 

The Fellowships are not intended to cover conference attendance as a standalone activity.

 

Please address each of the points of the question, making sure to cover:

· The objectives of your trip – what do you want to research and achieve? Please bear in mind that your application should be relevant to the subject matter of the 2025 GFBR meeting (Reimagining research partnerships: equity, power and resilience)
· Why you have chosen the host organisation – one of our criteria is to look at the appropriateness of fit between you and the host organisation so please let us know why you think the chosen organisation is the right one for you. Please also note that one of the key aims of the GFBR fellowship scheme is to promote new global south/south or north/south collaborations.
 

Note that the outputs you expect to produce from the trip can include academic papers, policy documents and public engagement activities.
Note that the fellowship scheme does not support research with human participants.


	Details of proposal (1200 words max.) 

	


	2. COMPLETE THIS SECTION IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR A PROJECT FELLOWSHIP

In this section we would like to know about the purpose of your project and how it relates to the work of the GFBR. Please describe:
(a) the objectives of your project, including a statement that articulates the ethical issue(s)/question(s) that will be the primary focus of your fellowship;
(b) why you have chosen the topic;
(c) what you plan to do during your time on the grant (e.g. meetings, research);
(d) what outputs you expect to produce (e.g. conference presentations, reports, publications, national or regional policy or guidance), and planned submission date;
(e) how this project fits in with the goals of the GFBR.
1200 words maximum.


	No more than 1200 words should be used to describe the proposal. You may provide your answer to this question in text entry format below using 11 point Arial font.

 

Please address each of the points of the question, making sure to cover:

· The objectives of your project. Please bear in mind that your application should be relevant to the subject matter of the 2025 GFBR meeting (Reimagining research partnerships: equity, power and resilience).
· How this project fits in with the goals of the GFBR. Please note that one of the key aims of the GFBR fellowship scheme is to promote new global south/south or north/south collaborations. It is expected that any academic outputs are not sole-authored pieces or collaborations solely with others from your current organisation.
· Note that the fellowship scheme does not support research with human participants.


	Details of proposal (1200 words max.) 

	


	3. COMPLETE THIS SECTION IF YOU ARE APPLYING FOR A MEETING FELLOWSHIP

In this section we would like to know about the purpose of your meeting and how it relates to the work of the GFBR. Please describe:
(a) the objectives of your meeting, including a statement that articulates the ethical issue(s)/question(s) that will be the primary focus of your fellowship meeting;
(b) who you plan to invite to the meeting;
(c) what you plan to do in the meeting (e.g. a draft agenda, key topics of discussion);
(d) what outputs you expect to produce (e.g. reports, publications, national or regional policy or guidance) and, where relevant, planned submission date;
(e) how this meeting fits in with the goals of the GFBR.
1200 words maximum.


	No more than 1200 words should be used to describe the proposal. You may provide your answer to this question in text entry format below using in 11 point Arial font and portrait format.

 

Please address each of the points of the question, making sure to cover:

· The objectives of your meeting. Please bear in mind that your application should be relevant to the subject matter of the 2025 GFBR meeting (Reimagining research partnerships: equity, power and resilience). 
· Who you plan to invite to the meeting (and what their role would be). Please note that one of the key aims of the GFBR fellowship scheme is to promote new global south/south or north/south collaborations.


	Details of proposal (1200 words max.) 

	


Supporting statements – to be submitted with your application form
	Please provide a signed letter from your supervisor or management at your current organisation, supporting your proposal and confirming that it is necessary and relevant.


	The document should be submitted with your application and make clear who the statement is from and their position at your organisation and address.


	If you are applying via an institution: Please provide a signed letter from the relevant department at the institution confirming that they are willing to administer the funds (e.g. a University research office).


	The document should be submitted with your application and make clear who the statement is from and their position at the institution and address.


	Please provide a signed letter from each of your collaborators in which they confirm their willingness to be involved and explain their role in your fellowship.


	The document(s) should make clear who the statement is from, and their position and address.


	For travel fellowships only: Please provide a signed letter from the receiving organisation confirming your invitation. The letter should explain who will be available to support/mentor you during your fellowship and describe what facilities, training and/or opportunities will be available to you during your visit.


	The document should make clear who the statement is from, and their position and address.


Outputs management and sharing

	Provide an outputs management plan 
All funded fellows are expected to manage their research outputs in a way that will achieve the greatest benefit, maximising the availability of research data, software and materials with as few restrictions as possible (as applicable). 
If an outputs management plan is not required, please briefly explain why below. 
(150 words max.) 

	


	Your plan should be clear, concise, proportionate and focus specifically on how outputs will be identified, managed and shared.  

 

You should use the following questions as a template for your answer. 

 

1. For data, software and materials outputs 

(i) What outputs will your research generate?  

(ii) What metadata and documentation (e.g. the methodology of data collection and way of organising data) will accompany the outputs? 

(iii) When will these outputs be made available?  

(iv) Where will you make these outputs available?

(v) How will they be discovered and accessed by the research community? (e.g. via presentations/press releases)  

(vi) Are there possible restrictions to data sharing or embargo reasons? 

(vii) How will data and metadata be stored, backed up and preserved? 

(viii) What resources (e.g. financial and time) will be dedicated to outputs management and ensuring all data is findable, accessible, interoperable and reproducible? 

 

2. For intellectual property outputs (if applicable)
(i) What IP will your research generate? 

(ii) How will you protect this IP? 

(iii) How will the IP be used to achieve health benefits? 

(iv) Provide the name and contact details for the person in your organisation (e.g. Technology Transfer Officer or Business Development executive) who can act as a point of contact in connection with the protection and commercialisation of this IP. 


Public engagement

	Do you have plans for engaging with the non-academic public about your work? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	Please provide a brief outline of your public engagement plans.
(250 words max.) 

	


	Describe your plans to engage the non-academic public about your work beyond press and media activity. 


Costs requested and justification

	Please select the currency in which you wish to apply.

	


	It is expected that costs within the application will be submitted in the currency which, in the view of the applicant(s), best enables the activity to be undertaken. In the majority of cases, the currency specified is likely to be the local currency. Where this is not the case, please explain the reasons for selecting the chosen currency.

  

If at any point, GFBR is unable to award in the currency requested, discussions will be held with the administering organisation to decide whether an alternative currency should be used.


	Is the selected currency your local currency? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	What is your local currency?
	


	Please state clearly the reasons for requesting costs in the selected currency and the exchange rate used
(100 words max.) 

	


	Stipend and salaries 
Are you requesting a stipend or salaries? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	It is not expected that applicants request salary support for themselves. However, a stipend may be requested to buy-out their time from their normal work and back-fill their post. This cost request will be reviewed on a case by case basis.

 

If you are undertaking a visit, salary costs for your host are not allowed.
If a member of the GFBR Steering Committee is involved in your fellowship (e.g. as a host or collaborator) they are not eligible to receive a payment (e.g. honorarium, salary etc.)

Salary costs may be requested for personnel to support the fellowship e.g. research assistants.
Provide a cost for each request.


	Description (stipend or salaries)
	Total 

	
	


	Materials and consumables
Are you requesting materials and consumables? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	Provide a high-level breakdown of the individual materials and consumables costs. These may include: 

· stationery
· printing
· internet data 
In the justification for materials and consumables, provide an estimate of the cost of each item.. 


	Description (materials and consumables)
	Total 

	
	


	Travel and subsistence
Are you requesting travel and subsistence? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	IMPORTANT PLEASE NOTE: Fellowship funds will be dispersed by the University of KwaZulu-Natal. The South African Revenue Service regulates the amount of any allowance or advance which is determined based on the country in which the fellowship is requested. Please consult this document for allowance rates for travel outside of South Africa and use these rates when compiling your budget. If for some reason the values are insufficient, you will need to provide a motivation for a higher amount, and this motivation will be submitted to the Finance Director for approval. The motivation can be added to the ‘Justification for costs requested’ section below. The allowance relates to costs such as food, transport etc. Accommodation costs are not included and should be costed separately, where applicable.
Below are some examples of costs that can be listed for this budget line. Provide a cost for each request.
 

Meeting Fellowship applications:
Items that should be detailed here can include delegates' travel to the meeting.

 

Travel Fellowship applications:
Items that should be detailed here can include travel to a host organisation, an allowance and accommodation for the days of the visit. Where necessary, please state the host organisation.

  
Project Fellowship applications:

If you are requesting costs for collaborative visits as part of the project, state the collaborator and their organisation and provide a detailed breakdown of the travel and subsistence costs.
 

Costs requested for travel and health insurance may be allowed if not too substantial.


	Description (travel and subsistence)
	Total 

	
	


	Miscellaneous costs
Are you requesting miscellaneous costs? (delete as appropriate)
	Yes/No


	We require a detailed breakdown of other costs requested. Costs that do not fall under any other category should be entered in the section below. Provide a cost for each request.
 


	Description (miscellaneous costs)
	Total 

	
	


	Justification for costs requested 
In the box below, justify the costs you have requested under each of the headings (i.e., "Stipend and salaries";  “Materials and consumables”, Travel and subsistence”and "Miscellaneous").
(1000 words max.) 

	


	If you are requesting funds for people based in different locations, tell us where they will be working.

 

Explain the need for any collaborative/overseas visits and their duration.


	Summary of financial support requested

	
	Total cost for each category

	Stipend and salaries
	

	Materials and consumables 
	

	Travel and subsistence 
	

	Miscellaneous - other 
	

	Total budget 
	


Freedom to operate/conflicts of interest

	Describe any freedom to operate issues or potential conflicts of interest that have been identified or that might arise and how these will be or have been addressed. 
 
In particular, please consider the following:
 
· Do any of the individuals involved in the project hold any consultancies or equities in, or directorships of, companies or other organisations that might have an interest in the results of the proposed activity?
· Will the proposed activity use technology, materials or other inventions that are subject to any patents or other form of intellectual property protection?
· Will any element of the activity be subject to agreements with commercial, academic or other organisations, including arrangements with collaborators named in the grant application, that might lead to intellectual property issues or restrictions?
 
(350 words max.) 

	


	Please describe any freedom to operate issues or potential conflicts of interest that may affect your ability to carry out the proposed activity.

 

Where the proposed activity, in whole or in part, is subject to agreements with commercial, academic or other organisations, e.g. Materials Transfer Agreements, GFBR will expect a written assurance from the administering organisation that the terms of any such agreement do not conflict with the open access publishing of your research outputs.

Applicants should disclose all relevant information pertinent to their grant proposal, including proprietary information where appropriate, in order to provide the most comprehensive picture of their proposed activity.

 

If no issues have been identified, please enter N/A.


Further information

	Please use this section to include any further information you would like to share that is relevant to your application. This is optional.

	


Data protection consent
I hereby confirm my consent to the World Health Organization (WHO) collecting and processing my personal data, including:

· sharing my fellowship application form and supporting letters with the GFBR Steering Committee for the purpose of determining the suitability and eligibility of my application.
· if my application is successful, sharing my name and contact details with the University of KwaZulu-Natal for the purpose of dispersing the fellowship funds.
*WHO’s personal data protection framework includes the WHO Privacy Policy available at https://www.who.int/about/who-we-are/privacy-policy) and the UN Personal Data Protection and Privacy Principles, which are available at the following link: https://archives.un.org/sites/archives.un.org/files/_un-principles-on-personal-data-protection-privacy-hlcm-2018.pdf”
 
I understand that I have the right, as data subject, to access data relating to me, to be informed about the existence and the extent of data processing, to rectify incorrect personal data, to restrict the data processing and to oppose further processing on serious and legitimate grounds. I can exercise these rights by contacting the person in charge of this processing operation (gfbr@who.int).
 
Signature: ....................................
Note: if it is not possible for you to sign and scan the form please write your name instead.
Date: ........................... 
Checklist 
Please check you have completed all relevant parts of this form and that you have provided all necessary supporting documents:
A signed letter from your supervisor or management at your current organisation, supporting your proposal and confirming that it is necessary and relevant. 

If you are applying via an institution: A signed letter from the relevant department at the institution confirming that they are willing to administer the funds (e.g. a University research office).
A signed letter from each of your collaborators in which they confirm their willingness to be involved and explain their role in your fellowship.
For travel fellowships only: A signed letter from the receiving organisation confirming your invitation. The letter should explain who will be available to support/mentor you during your fellowship and describe what facilities, training and/or opportunities will be available to you during your visit. have completed all relevant parts of this form before 

Deadline for applications: 1 March 2026 5pm CET/Geneva
Submit to gfbr@who.int
GFBR 2025 


FELLOWSHIP APPLICATION FORM:


Reimagining research partnerships: equity, power and resilience
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