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MARC 
Accelerate the development of 
new / improved drugs, Vaccines, 
microbicides & diagnostics against 
HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis & Malaria 
 

Phase I: Identifying Africa’s Ethics Review Capacity 

Phase II: Interventional Approach 



Research Ethics Committees in Africa (2014) 
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COUNTRY NO OF RECs ON 

HRWeb 2013 

COUNTRY RANK 

BASED ON # OF RECs 

*South Africa  30 1 

Egypt, Nigeria 23 2 

*Uganda 9 4 

Cameroon 8 5 

*Ethiopia, Sudan 7 6 

Tanzania 5 7 

*Botswana,*Burkina Faso, *DRC 4 8 

Benin, *Ghana,*Kenya,Rwanda, *Zambia, *Zimbabwe 3 9 

*Algeria, Republic of Congo, Liberia, *Madagascar, *Malawi,  

*Mauritius,  

2 10 

CAR, Côte d'Ivoire, Gabon, *Gambia, Libya, *Mali, *Namibia, 

Niger, Senegal, Togo, Tunisia 

1 11 

*Angola, Burundi, Chad, Eritrea, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, 

Mauritania, Morocco, *Mozambique, Sierra Leone, Somalia, 

Cape Verde, Comoros, Lesotho, Sao Tome and Principe, 

Seychelles, Swaziland, Western Sahara, Djibouti 

0 0 

 

Total 165 RECs operating in 37 African Countries 
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Region 

Southern 43 

Eastern 31 

Western 41 

Northern 34 

Central 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Language 

Anglophone 89 

Francophone 35 

Lusophone 0 

Arabophone 41 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Income 

Low Income 52 

Lower Middle 71 

Upper Middle 42 

Research Ethics Committees in Africa (2014) 



www.cohred.org    

Research Ethics Committees in Africa (2014) 



African RECs – Capacity Issues 
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African RECs : Performance Issues 
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African RECs : Membership Issues 
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African RECs : Training Issues 
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Impact of MARC 
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PAHO: > 1100 RECs mapped in Latin America 



Research Ethics Web 

 Research Ethics Web 

• 165 research ethics committees,  
in 37 African countries  

•  > 1100 RECs in Latin America and 
Caribbean region.  

• 22 Medicine regulatory authorities in 
Africa 

• Asian Pacific Region: Ongoing 
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Impact of MARC 

 
 

www.cohred.org    

PAHO: > 1100 RECs mapped in Latin America 

Partnership with the WAHO to strengthen the research 

ethics capacity in West Africa: Guinea Bissau, Mali, Liberia 

and Sierra Leone benefited 

Mozambique, Senegal, Tanzania 

Nigerian MoH & WAB 

Swaziland MoH 

Malawian NCST & CoM 

Pfizer 

SARETI 

SAREN 

The Global Health Network – linking up 

Namibia MoH & CoM 

…..……………………………….…and RHInnO Ethics  



 

 

 

RHInnO Ethics v1.0 

 

 aims to provide research ethics committees (RECs) 
with a secure, fully cloud-based solution for 
managing and tracking the throughput of research 
applications throughout the entire life-cycle of the 
research projects. 

 

 Improving Quality – Accelerating Reviews 
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RHInnO Ethics 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

is an administration tool 
a research information management software 





RHInnO Ethics – Responsive design 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 



RHInnO Ethics – Critical security features  
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 

Your work is always backed up 

 

You own and control your data 

Strong encryption and 

authentication 



RHInnO Ethics – Home 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



RHInnO Ethics – REC management 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



RHInnO Ethics – easy to get going 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



RHInnO Ethics – REC info / HRWeb integration 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



RHInnO Ethics – User management 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



RHInnO Ethics – Log history 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



RHInnO Ethics – Share docs with REC members 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



RHInnO Ethics – Reviewers database 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



RHInnO Ethics – Proposals management 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



RHInnO Ethics – REC dashboard 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 



Research Ethics Web - Africa 
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Malawian NCST & CoM 

Mozambique 

Swaziland 

Nigeria 

Roll out to first 7 RECs. 

Extend to 30 other RECs 

Senegal 

National REC 



Research Ethics Web - Global 
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RHInnO Ethics 2.0 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

EthiCALL: connecting you with other RECs 

and the research ethics world 

EthiXPERT: keeping up-to-date with research 

ethics developments worldwide 

Making use of the web …. To network, upgrade, consult, brief etc etc 



RHInnO Ethics 2.0 – EthiCALL 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

Create closed (by-invitation-only) groups with 

other RECs: 
• around the same protocol in multi-centre trials 

• exchange confidential information on issues of shared  

  concern 

Consult or Share with the global research ethics 

community: 
• have problems or questions ? - just ask 

• encounter an interesting dilemma ? - just share 



RHInnO Ethics 2.0 – EthiCALL 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 

Start a new closed group 

Ask / Share with the world of research ethics 

Manage existing closed groups 

To access the largest group of research ethics professionals in the world, we 

collaborate with The Global Health Network - see next slide 



RHInnO Ethics 2.0 – TGHN partnership 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

The Global Health Network 



RHInnO Ethics 2.0 – EthiXPERT 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 

Real-time, worldwide updates for research ethics reviewers 



RHInnO Ethics 2.0 
Designed for low bandwidth connections 

 
 

 

 

... soon, on a cloud near you 



 Historical role was : 
• Networking (not networks) 

• Capacity building 

• Through meetings 

 

 GFBR - a new decade : 

• Meetings – sure, are needed – but costs and ecological footprint 

• Maximizing the power of the cloud : 

• ‘community of practice’  (EthiCALL ?) 

• ‘transparency and accountability’ (Research Ethics Web, RHInnO 
Dashboards ?) 

• ‘expert support system’ – (EthiXPERT) 

• ‘COHRED Fairness Index’  

 


